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The Lubrecht Experimental Forest is a 28,000 acre outdoor classroom and laboratory located 30 miles northeast of Missoula, Montana in the Blackfoot River drainage. The Montana Forest and Conservation Experiment Station of the University of Montana owns and operates 21,000 acres of the Forest. The remainder is under the jurisdiction of the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation and is managed cooperatively with the Experiment Station. Dedicated to the advancement of natural resource knowledge through research and education, the Lubrecht Forest has been the site of numerous research and demonstration projects since 1950. In addition, both undergraduate and graduate students use the forest to further their education in forestry and the related fields of range, wildlife, fire management and watershed management. 

HISTORY
Much of the land which now comprises the Lubrecht Forest was acquired by the Northern Pacific Railroad in 1864 as part of a large government land grant. In the 1890's, the Anaconda Copper Company purchased some of the Northern Pacific holdings as a timber source for their Butte mines. In 1927, T.C. Spaulding, Dean of the School of Forestry at the University of Montana, began negotiations to obtain land in the Blackfoot as a site for an experimental forest. The area was ideally suited for this purpose because the productivity, soil types and timber species represent much of western Montana. 

The Lubrecht Forest was created in 1937 when the Anaconda Company donated 19,058 acres to the Experiment Station. Two years later the Northern Pacific donated an additional 1,210 acres. Over the years smaller tracts have been obtained from private individuals to bring the total acreage to its present figure. The Forest was named for W.C. Lubrecht (manager of the Anaconda Company lumber operations at Bonner) who visualized the value of forestry research to the lumber industry of Montana. His efforts, together with those of Dean Spaulding, were responsible for the establishment of this forest. 

FACILITIES
The headquarters of the Forest are located in the Castles Forestry Center. Dedicated in the fall of 1983, this building contains offices, classrooms and laboratories and is used for research, teaching, workshops and training sessions. Across the meadow, the student camp consists of a recreation hall, kitchen/dining hall, bathhouse, rustic sleeping cabins, and shop maintenance facilities. Many of these buildings were constructed by students in the 1950's using lumber sawn on site from the Forest. Many of the sleeping cabins are bunkhouses from old railroad logging camps which were donated by the Anaconda Company in the early 1960's. Since then, summer crews from the School of Forestry have improved and expanded the facilities. 

MEALS & LODGING

· Your meals and lodging during the workshop will be covered by CFRF. 

· There is a 32-bed lodge, a log cabin and 4 rustic cabins on the property that will be ours to use. All rooms are shared between 2-6 people. You will be assigned a cabin or a room before we arrive. 
· Please indicate on the registration form if you have any special dietary needs or roommate requests. 
WEATHER
· Temperatures can range from the mid-60s to low 70s during the day and dip to the low 40s or even the 30s at night. There is always a chance of rain. 
· Bring warm layers, a rain coat and sturdy walking shoes. 
EXTRAS

· Bring your musical instruments. At past workshops, evenings have often included sharing of songs, tunes, and dances.  
· A flash light will be useful to travel between buildings at night. 

CONTACT INFO AT LUBRECHT
Alicia Vanderheiden, Conference Manager

The University of Montana
College of Forestry and Conservation
38689 Hwy 200 East 
Greenough, MT 59823
Phone: (406) 244-5524 x 2
Fax: (406) 244-5004
Email: lcc@cfc.umt.edu

Website: www.forestry.umt.edu/research/MFCES/facilities/Lubrecht/default.htm
