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The area we will be visiting for this year’s CFRF workshop has two names: Land Between the Rivers and Land Between the Lakes. 
The area was chosen for this year’s workshop after having had Damayanti Banerjee, a dissertation fellow, and her community partner, David Nickell at the workshops in Sonoma in 2005 and Montana in 2006. Damayanti and David explored the social and environmental history of the Land Between the Rivers. 
Background
The Native Americans who first inhabited the region were the Chickasaw and the Shawnee. In the early 1800s the Chickasaw and the Shawnee, along with other Eastern Native American tribes, were forcibly removed to reservations in Oklahoma were the tribes continue to be located today. 

The first European settlers came to the area after the Revolutionary War and called the peninsula that stretched between the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers the “land between the rivers.” Because of its isolated location and limited ferry access, many of the families descended from the early European settlers lived in the area for over six generations with minimal interaction with outsiders.  

However, after a devastating flood in the Tennessee Valley in 1937, the Tennessee Valley Authority decided to build a dam on the Tennessee River and things began to change. Construction of the dam began in 1938 and was completed in 1944. Now called Kentucky Lake the water stands 50 feet higher than the original river. When the valley was flooded, it wiped out the town of Birmingham as well as numerous smaller towns, homes, farms, roads and railway lines. 

To control flooding and generate hydroelectric power the neighboring Cumberland River was dammed in 1959 to create Lake Barkley. With this new dam, the two towns of Eddyville and Kuttawa, with a combined population of about 3,500 people, were both flooded. Eddyville was relocated to the banks of the new lake and each person who owned land in the town was given a lot in the new location. 
In 1963, the federal government and the Tennessee Valley Authority purchased the 170,000 acres that now lay “between the lakes” and permanently relocated the over 900 families that remained on the peninsula. The area became the Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area and is now managed by the USDA Forest Service. 
Land Between the Lakes (LBL) is located about 90 miles north of Nashville, TN and extends into Kentucky. LBL has over 300 miles of undeveloped shoreline and it receives over 2 million visitors each year. It is the largest inland peninsula in the US and the second largest block of forested public land east of the Mississippi. The land has over 200 miles of hiking and biking trails as well as horse and wagon trails and there are four developed campgrounds, five boat-in campgrounds and backcountry camping access. 
LBL has introduced bison and elk to the land as well as re-introduced bald eagles to the area. There are currently more than 100 birds and between 12-16 active nesting sites. 
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[image: image2.wmf]The workshop this year will be held at the Brandon Spring Group Center on the shores of Lake Barkley in the southern part of the LBL. The center has 8 dormitory-style cabins and a main building with meeting space and dining. The center also has a swimming pool, beach area, fishing pier, campfire areas, canoes and hiking trails. 
For more information please see the following websites: 

Between the Rivers: http://www.betweentherivers.org/
Land Between the Lakes NRA: http://www.lbl.org/Home.html
Land Between the Lakes Maps: http://www.lbl.org/VCMaps.html
For a summary of Damayanti’s fellowship please visit our website: http://nature.berkeley.edu/community_forestry/People/alumni05.htm
