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ABSTRACT

Urban Green Spaces: Community Environmental and Cultural Resource

New York City faces a critical environmental justice issue in which economically disadvantaged, often Black and Latino, neighborhoods are most deprived of open, green spaces. New York Restoration Project’s mission is to restore parks, community gardens, and other green spaces that serve as environmental and cultural resources for underserved neighborhoods. 
As the Community Outreach Intern, I was responsible for developing Neighborhood Resources Databases for two newly built community gardens. For each garden, I initiated working relationships with schools, churches, and other greening non-profit organizations. My goals were to promote nature education and spiritual connection to nature in the gardens, encourage use of the gardens for gardening, recreation and socialization, and build a sense of ownership and political empowerment. 
Initially, I faced some initial reluctance caused primarily by a lack of understanding of the gardens’ importance. Overall, however, I was successful in helping community members realize and become invested in the gardens’ environmental, community, and political benefits. Ultimately, the communities benefitted from my outreach efforts because they now have access to beautiful green spaces that restore nature to a derelict environment, that offer a safe outdoor space for social functions, and that help them empowered to fight for social justice in their lives.

